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Abstract
Children and adolescents are groups

that are vulnerable to the radicalism influ-
ence. Curiosity and trial-error behaviour
make them tend to do risk-taking
behaviours. If it is not accompanied by
good self-control ability, it will encourage
them to do actions without thinking about
the impact of these actions (impulsivity). If
it is not accompanied by empathy, then it
tends to be behaviour that opposes and dis-
rupts the interests of others (aggressive
behaviour). This study aimed to assess the
“Children of the Country” program as an
effort to de-radicalize children and adoles-
cents. Quasi experimental study was used
on 30 children and adolescents in a shelter
of street children in Surabaya with a pre-
test/post-test design. In order to measure the
outcome of the program, a Radical
Personality Test (RPT) was developed using
big five personality construct. The increase
of nationalism and positive behaviour score
is not much to compensate the increase of
negative radicalism score. This evaluation
brings awareness to form a novel de-radi-
calization strategy for children and adoles-
cents in the future.

Introduction
Street children are one of the vulnerable

groups of children who are easily carried
away by negative influences, including anti-
social behavior which leads to radicalism.1
National Terrorism Prevention Agency or
Badan Nasional Penanggulangan
Terorisme (BNPT) states that radicalism is
the embryo of the birth of terrorism. It has
been recorded from 2010 to 2017 that there
were 130 cases of terrorism in Indonesia.2
The high number of cases indicates the need
for serious treatment that can be started
from the basics, such as paying attention to
the needs of children to grow into good per-
sonality with early education so radicalism
influence can be stemmed. 

Terror acts involving children and ado-

lescents, such as terrorism bombs in
Surabaya in May 2018 are examples of acts
of terror committed by vulnerable people
(in this case is children),3 who are suspected
of having poor care from their parents. They
grow as figures with vulnerable personali-
ties who are easily affected by an act of ter-
rorism. According to Sjarkawi (2008), there
are two major factors that can affect person-
ality in life; internal factors (genetic) and
external factors (environment).4 This study
uses shelter of street children as vulnerable
genetic personality models with less sup-
portive environment to prevent these radical
potentials. This study formulates the learn-
ing program “Children of the Country” as
an effort to prevent radicalism in a child and
developing radical personality test as an
instrument to measure radical potential in a
person.

Materials and Methods
Study design

This research was a quasi-experimental
study with pre/posttest design involving all
residents (30 children) in a shelter of street
children in Surabaya. “Children of the
Country” program was developed as an
experiential learning for residents about
nationalism, spiritualism, and empathy.
This program was consisted of two major
activities; there were mini seminar and edu-
cational games (Table 1). Radical personal-
ity test was developed as guidance for
story-telling based in-depth interview and
behavior observation for children during the
program (Table 2). In order to facilitate
observation and measurement of behavior,
thirty residents were divided into four
groups according to their age. First and sec-
ond group were consisted of children aged
more than 12 years old (equivalent to junior
and senior high school), third and fourth
group were consisted of children aged less
than 12 years old (equivalent to sixth grade
elementary school and under). This division
was not meant to observe resident based on
age, but only to ease the observation.
Observation was limited behavior including
emotional expression (such as aggressive-
ness, persuasiveness, leadership, etc.) This
observation was then categorized into posi-
tive and negative behavior. Each group was
accompanied by an escort team. Escort
teams had three main tasks; as a field guide,
conducting in-depth interviews, and con-
ducting observations during program. An
escort team consisted of college students
(volunteers) to avoid bias due to subjective
assessments. Data was analyzed using
SPSS 16.0.

This program emphasizes the formation

of empathy through good teamwork. In
order to support its success, this program is
designed long term (more than three
months) with gradual exposure according to
the level of behavior change observed com-
pared to the program target. Due to time
constraints, the program is shortened to two
weeks while maintaining three main values
and empathy in it.

This question can be developed again
according to the situation and conditions. In
order to generalize measurements, the
research team created a set of story-telling
consisted of eight paragraphs that were read
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by the escort team. These paragraphs
assessed 14 aspects which describe big five
personality traits. Each paragraph has some
specific expressions that must be observed.
These expressions could be varying, and
were needed as an analysis in the attitude
and behavior observation.

Results
Residents of the shelter currently were

30 male Muslim street children under 18
years old. All is participated in this study,
but only two groups in total of 16 children
(53.3%) aged 11-15 years old were ana-
lyzed in this study. The remaining groups of
children did not finish the task therefore
could not be included in analysis. 

Residents came from various back-
grounds, such as children from poor fami-
lies, children as victim of broken home fam-
ily, children who were raid by officers, and
children who have law problems. This shel-
ter was developed through collaboration
between Surabaya Social Service
Department and Navy Marines. Physical
and mental training that routinely carried
out are martial arts, racing, soccer, and ath-
letics. This activity intends to channel their
mental energy into positive activities. This
training also includes providing nationalism
education by instilling in the love of the
homeland. Spiritual and mental guidance is
also carried out by religious teachers, as

well as fostering interests and talents, like
recitation and music training (including pop
and Islamic arts). 

Although there has been nationalism
and spiritualism education, until now there
has been no character education program
for residents specifically applied to prevent
radicalism. By carrying out environmental
management and providing good social
interaction, the influence of radicalism that
leads to acts of terror can be prevented.5 The
bad habits of children such as fighting
among fellow residents and leaving from
shelter without permission (considered as
escaping, although there is no strict contract
between officers and residents) but these
behaviors were often resulted reports from
the surrounding community about fights
and theft outside the shelter by children. 

The root problem in shelter is the lack
of empathy education for children. They
understand the importance of nationalism
and spiritualism, but the aggressive behav-
ior of fellow residents is still relatively high.
They get less attention as well as the lack of
affective responses that they should get
from their parents or family. Shelter officers
also seem to have distance with children so
that attention and affection are not fully
obtained by children. This attention and
affection are needed to grow empathy.
Therefore, this community service program
is designed to make children learn and feel
empathy to reduce aggressive behavior.

A preliminary study has been held to

test validity and reliability of the RPT had
included 36 youngsters aged 18-21 years
old. There were five not valid items; all of
them were items for Neuroticism (two
items) and Conscientious (three items), as
seen in Table 3.

This questionnaire shows high reliabili-
ty with remaining nine items (Cronbach α
0,765). All items that are not valid were
excluded from analysis, which all of them
were in Neuroticism and Conscientiousness
traits. Therefore, formula to measure radical
personality became: 

“R=” (“E” )” ÷ “ (“O×A” )

where R is negative radicalism, E is
extraversion, O is openness to experience,
and A is agreeableness. 

The saphiro-wilk normality test (for
samples <50) showed the data were not nor-
mally distributed (p<0.05). Wilcoxon
signed rank test shows that only radicalism
is significantly different between pretest
and posttest scores, where posttest is higher
than pretest. In other words, there was actu-
ally an increase in the value of negative rad-
icalism after the implementation of the pro-
gram for two consecutive weeks.

From Table 4, it can be seen that
although it is stated not statistically signifi-
cant, there has been an increase in the score
of nationalism and a decrease in the score of
spiritualism. This can be due to the weak-
ness of efforts to sharpen the spiritualism

Table 1. Schedule of "Children of the Country" Program.

Week-1                                   Mini seminar                                                                                                Educational games

Monday                                    Learning contract & pre-test                                                                                                                Group dynamics game
Tuesday                                       Spiritualism: Loving God                                                                                                                              Salat puzzle
Wednesday                      Nationalism: Long life the homeland                                                                                                 Bentengan (defend your land)
Thursday                                Creativity: Youth masterpiece                                                                                                                   Eiffel Tower game
Friday                                                                                                                        Weekly wrap up & feedback

Table 2. Few questions of radical personality test.

Questions about daily activities                                                                                             Rating aspects & details

One day your friend put his bicycle carelessly and forgot to lock it, finally the bike was stolen.                Agreeable, Neuroticism, Empathy, warm, forgiving,
He came to you sadly and told that his bicycle was gone. How were your reaction and response?             Mature thinking 
(Observe expressions of disgust, ignorance, arrogant, etc.)                                                                                
Your class will have a discussion about the class vacation. You propose to go to Bali because                   Conscientious, openness, extravert: Rigid attitude. 
you know good places there. You believe that this idea won't disappoint them.                                            Openness to new experience, suggestive influencing, 
However, your friends refuse you and plan to go to Yogyakarta.                                                                          enthusiasm, assertiveness
What is your reaction? If the class voted to go to Yogyakarta, would you join them? 
Will you still enjoy the trip? (Observe expressions of anger, resentment, or understand, and open)       
You know someone from different religion. She wants to be friends with those from same faith             Openness, agreeableness, neuroticism:
and clearly unjust to you even though you're sitting on the bench next to her. Sometimes you asked     Open to difference Empathy, forgiving, warm Emotional
to borrow her book but she didn't care and didn't help you to finish your summer project.                       stability 
One time, she lost her project book and would get punished if she could not make any tasks 
from your teacher. She absolutely needs your help. How will you react to her? 
(Observe expressions of anger, disappointment, or understand, open, etc.)                                                  
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aspects of the program. Weak method of
measuring the level of spirituality in a child
and adolescent is also one of the causes of
false-negative measurements.

Increasing the value of negative radical-
ism after the implementation of the program
is an interesting finding. In addition to the
fact that this program was designed to de-
radicalize, this result was not in accordance
with the findings of escort team’s observa-
tions of the positive and negative behavior
as shown in Table 4. In fact, there was an
increase in positive behavior, but negative
radicalism also increased. These different
results can be viewed from the concept of a
person’s attitude and behavior towards a
particular issue.

Attitude is the content of one’s thoughts
and feelings towards something that is not
necessarily revealed to others, while behav-
ior is an action that is visible and can be
observed by others.6 It can be said that this
negative radicalism may still be in the form
of someone’s attitude stored in his/her inter-

nal world, which may be different from the
behavior revealed. It can be concluded that
someone who has a radical attitude does not
necessarily have radical behavior, and vice
versa.  Table 5 shows that all aspects have
increased, but only extraversion is statisti-
cally significant (p<0.05) after the imple-
mentation of the program. Extraversion is
correlated with assertive behavior; the abil-
ity to opinion and defend his/her position.
This trait is also related to group domina-
tion and the ability to influence others. In
conflict management, individuals with high
extraversion are more often involved in
confrontation with others. In Western cul-
ture, this trait is preferred.7 However in
Eastern culture, this trait may be closer to
arrogant behavior. This cultural difference
makes the measurement of negative radical-
ism seem biased. Although this program is
able to increase the openness and agreeable-
ness traits of a person, it has not been
enough to compensate for the increase in
extraversion.

Discussion
One of the difficulties in implementing

a de-radicalization program is the differ-
ence between sincere intentions and the
obligation to obey the rules. Some research
shows that without the personal motivation
of the perpetrator, the program will not
work.8 This personal motivation generally
begins with small differences in views in
groups, which can be tolerated initially, but
the longer it will lead to friction and
estrangement between members. This
process is called “disengagement”.9 One of
the ways of disengagement is to offer an
alternative way of life that can still be toler-
ated for both parties, between perpetrator
(who had some estrangement with his/her
group) and government or any de-radical-
ization institute. This way of life is expected
to touch the emotional side of the perpetra-
tor, so that they can voluntarily leave the
group. Touching the emotional side is need-
ed to do the process of disillusionment with
the perpetrator. The alternative lifestyle if
offered in a very persuasive way will help
the tenuous member to start doubting the
jargon that his group echoed.10 

Unfortunately, this program did not
address the children’s emotion carefully.
This research was assuming that aggressive
behavior was a result of less empathy in the
first place. By increasing empathy, aggres-
sive behavior would be lessened and pro-
viding the good environment for children
support. This assumption then proved other-
wise. Studies show that the jargon of nega-
tive radicalism is actually “marketed”
through melancholic narratives that touch
someone’s empathy. By utilizing empathy,
jargon such as injustice and compassion
towards oppressed brothers becomes popu-
lar. It is very easily accepted without having
to be filtered through a person’s critical
analysis.11,12 On the other hand, this
research initially focused on solving the
problems of aggressiveness which are the
seeds of radicalism. The high aggressive
behavior of the residents was also assumed
to occur even though they had received
nationalism and spiritualism education
before. This program is intended to change
this aggressive behavior. In escort team
observation, there is indeed an increase in
the value of positive behavior, but negative
radicalism also increases. This finding also
strengthens the fact that although radicalism
can be eradicated, this spirit of radicalism is
still stored in the minds of its adherents.
This assumption is debatable, and requires
further research in the future.

                             Article

Table 5. Comparison of pre-test and post-test scores on radical personality test.

                                Pre-test (χ±SD)                Post-test (χ±SD)               Wilcoxon (p)a

Extraversion                           2.016±0.496                                     2.813±0.788                                       0.001
Openness                                3.062±0.781                                     3.125±0.739                                       0.693
Agreeableness                       3.365±0.495                                     3.396±0.937                                       0.753
aWilcoxon signed rank test, significant if p<0.05

Table 3. Validity of radical personality test.a

Item                    Aspect                                           r                                             Status

No. 1                     Agreeableness                                            0.340*                                                        Valid
No. 2                       Neuroticism                                              -0.378                                                     Not valid
No. 3                      Conscientious                                             -0.146                                                     Not valid
No. 4            Openness to experience                                   0.492*                                                        Valid
No. 5                       Extraversion                                              0.512*                                                        Valid
No. 6                     Agreeableness                                            0.435*                                                        Valid
No. 7                       Neuroticism                                              -0.233                                                     Not valid
No. 8                     Agreeableness                                            0.386*                                                        Valid
No. 9                       Extraversion                                              0.626*                                                        Valid
No. 10                    Conscientious                                             -0.064                                                     Not valid
No. 11          Openness to experience                                   0.617*                                                        Valid
No. 12                     Extraversion                                              0.670*                                                        Valid
No. 13          Openness to experience                                   0.533*                                                        Valid
No. 14                    Conscientious                                              0.108                                                     Not valid
aPreliminary study, n = 40, item-total item correlation. **Significant (p<0.05). r = Pearson coefficient.

Table 4. Comparison of pre-test and pos-ttest scores.

                                Pre-test (χ±SD)                Post-test (χ±SD)               Wilcoxon (p)a

Nationalism                            3.375±0.719                                     3.500±0.632                                       0.589
Spiritualism                            3.438±0.727                                     3.375±0.806                                       1.000
Radicalism                              0.207±0.060                                     0.314±0.199                                       0.039
Positive behaviour                 1.291±0.334                                     1.407±0.219                                       0.088
Negative behaviour               1.057±0.416                                     1.095±0.554                                       0.877
aWilcoxon signed rank test, significant if p<0.05.
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Conclusions
The de-radicalism program must

include disillusionment as a cognitive
aspect and disengagement as an affective
aspect, thus increasing the chances of anti-
terror behavior in children consistently.
This evaluation brings awareness to form a
novel de-radicalization strategy for children
and adolescents in the future.
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